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Dear Editor,
As described in our previous article, we recently studied air quality in the principal
administrative buildings in New Delhi, India, and discovered a paradox in the way that
indoor air is managed. Dilution ventilation is used as an airborne infection control measure
for TB and COVID-19,2 but the air brought in for dilution needs to be filtered appropriately
to eliminate particulate matter of 2.5 microns diameter, as this is a major pollutant in many
cities, including New Delhi.? Our article highlighted the fact that most buildings used
inappropriate filters, and there was a lack of enforceable regulation for indoor air quality in
India. The prevailing sentiment was that indoor air quality was classified as an ‘engineering
problem’ and not a ‘public health issue’.# Publication of our article in the IJTLD,* preceded
by the appearance of a fast-tracked preprint of the article on the Union website, provided a
great boost to this work and the efforts of the indoor air quality movement in India.

Our article was used in a petition submitted to the National Green Tribunal in New
Delhi to regulate on indoor air quality in India. The article is also important because we used
the ‘Right to Information Act, 2005’ to obtain reliable information from various government
sources.® During the COVID-19 pandemic, a writ was filed in the Delhi High Court,
demanding appropriate dilution ventilation in enclosed air conditioned spaces.® This was

directed by the court to be treated as a representation, which was served to government
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authorities, including pollution control boards. The issue became of even greater concern
when the city’s pollution control committee stated that indoor air was beyond the mandate of
India’s primary Air Law, the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.” This law
was enacted by the Indian Parliament following India’s participation in the United Nations
Conference on Human Environment held in Stockholm in 1972. Its preamble stated that it
had been created, among other things, for the ‘preservation of the quality of air and control of
air pollution.’

As any reader will agree, the law should not differentiate between outdoor or indoor
air quality, particularly when the indoor air in question is used by a great many people in
large, congested spaces (such as shopping malls, hotels, or theatres) that are reliant on air
conditioned, enclosed air. Having good air quality and airborne infection control measures is
of primary importance for the health and safety of people using such buildings.®® As a
consequence, the National Green Tribunal took cognisance of this matter and held that
“substantial question of environment arises” and “there is a need for regulation of indoor air
quality at public places”.1° The Tribunal Chairperson, Justice A K Goel, along with five other
judicial and expert members invoked the Environment (Protection) Act 1986, Environment
Protection (Rules) 1986 and the Air (Pollution and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, to
instruct the immediate creation of a joint committee that would create appropriate standards
for indoor air quality within a time frame of 3 months. This committee, to be coordinated by
the Central Pollution Control Board, will consist of three important ministries of the Indian
Government, namely the Health and Family Welfare Ministry, the Housing and Urban
Affairs Ministry and the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change. This is a
landmark order, which will pave the way for enforceable standards for indoor air quality and
will enable the fight against airborne diseases and occupational exposure to indoor air

pollution.
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